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MC) 
TO ALL SVCH AS HAVE 


receiued either pleaſure or profite by the two 
former publiſhed bookes of this 
Argument : 
And to all beſide, that deſire to know the won- 
derfull ſlie deuiſes of this helliſh crew 
of Conny-catchers. 
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= N_the time of king 

Henrie the fourth, as 
our Eneliſh Chroni- 

cles haue kept in re- 


| 
| 


* 


membrance, liued di- 
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: rdie and looſe 
— 'F, : 1 x . * 
STEP | companions in ſun- 

ed | dric places about the 

lol } ARISES ||| Citic of London,who 

Noos eee oo 0000 C J gane themſelues to uc 


good courſe of liſe, but becauſe the time was ſomewhat © 
troubleſome, watched diligently, when by the leaſt oc- 
caſion of mutimie offered, they might prate vppon the 
goods of honeſt CitiZens, and oh cir ſpoyle inrich 
themſelues. A! that time lined likewiſe a worthit 
Gentleman whoſe many verie ſamaus deeds (wheraf 1 
| A am 


3 


| Tothe Reader. [ 
an ſorie I may here make no rehearſal, becauſe neither 
time nor occaſion will permitte me) renowne hu name 

' toallenſuing poſterities: he being calledfir Richard 
Whittington, the founder of Whittington Col;edge 
ee reer prey a., Late e 
of this Citie three ſeuerall times. Ihis worthie man wel 
noting the dangerous diſpoſition of that idle kinde of 
People, tooke ſuch good and diſcreete order ( afier hee 
had ſent diners of them to ſerue in the kings warres, 
and they loath to doe ſo well returned to their former 
vomite) that in no place of or about London they 
might haue lodging, or entertainment except they ap. 
plied themſelues 5 honeſt trades and exerciſes, ar 
| might witneſſe their maintaining was by true and bo- 
neſt meanes. If any te the contrarie were founde , they 
were in inſlice ſo ſharply proceeded againſt,as the mo#t 
hurtfull and dangerous enemies to the commonwealth. 
In this quiet and moſt bliſſefull time of peace, when 
all men (in courſe of life )ſhould ſhew themſelues moſt 
| —_— for ſo great a benefit, this famous citie is pe 
ſtereawitht lle, or rather worſe kinde of people, hat 
beare outward ſhew ofcinill, honeſt, and gentlemanlike 
diſpoſition , but in very deed their behauiour is moſt 
inſamous to " ſpoken of. _ nom by pt 2 ri 
lanies they cheate, coſen, prie,lift, nippe, andſuch lib 
tricks = vſed in — e Trade, to 
the hurt and undoing of many an honeſt Citizen, and 
other : So if God ſbould in iuſtice be angrie with vs a 
our wickedneſſe hath well deſerned, and ( as the Lordi 


fer fend) aur peace ſhow be moleſted as in former time, 


che 


hey did Lag 5 2 
tuen 4s they did, ſo will theſe be the firſt in ſeeking do- 
meſticail (pail and ruine me ſo they — „ ir 
shilles not how they come by it. God 2 another 
4 was worthie Whittington , that in time may bri- 
ale the headſtrong courſe 2 hell;ſh crew, and force 
them liue as becommeth honeſt ſubiec ti ar els to abide 
 therewarae of their 1 

By reading this little tratiſe enſuing , you ſhall ſee 
to what marucilous ſubtil pollicies theſe deceiuers haue 
atteyned, and how daylic they 82 edrifies 
for their porpeſe. [ſay no mire,out if. forme: 
nings may be regarded, to the benefit of the well min- 

2d and init controll of theſe careleſſe wretches, 

it is all 1 deftre and no more then 
Ihepeto ſee. 


Yoursin all he may 
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The third and laſt part of Conny-catching with 
thenew deuiſed knauiſh Arte of 
Fooletaking. 


Ting by chance inuited to ſupper, where were pze- 
ſent diners, both of wozſhip and god accompt, as 
occaſionſerued foz entercourſe of falke , the pꝛe⸗ 
ſent treacheries and wicked deuiſes of the wozld was 
called inqueſtion. Amongſt other moſt hatefull and wel 
wozthie repꝛebenſton, the woondzous villanies of laſe 
and lewde perſons,that beare the ſhape of men, yet are 
monſters in condition, was ſpecially remembzed, and 
not onely thex, but their complices, their confederates, 
their baſe natured women and cloſe compacters were 
noted: Namely, ſuch as tearme tbemſelues Conny- 
catchers,Croſſe-biters, with their appertaining names 
to their ſeuerall coſening qualities, as already is mate 
knowne to the wo2ld,by two ſeuerall impzintcd boks, 
by meanes wherof, the pꝛeſent kinde of conference was 
occaſioned. Quoth a Gentleman ſifting at the Table, 
whoſe deepe ſtep into age deciphered his experience, and 
whole grauitie in ſpeeche r epoꝛted his diſcretion, quoth 
hee, by the two publithed bokes of Cony-catching: 1 
baue ſene diners thinges whereof J was befoze igno- 
rant, not withſtanding had I biene acquainted with {be 
autho : J could haue giuen him ſuch notes ofnotozious 
matfers that way intending, as in neither of the pam⸗ 
phlets are the like ſet ds lune. Beſide, they are ſo neceſſa⸗ 
rie to be knowne, as they will both fozearme any man 


agatalt ſuch trecherous vipers, and foe warne the ſim- 
pler ſo2t from conuerſing with them. The Gentleman 
being knowne to be within commtltion of the peace, and 
that what he ſpake of either came to him by examinati⸗ 

BB 


0:18, 


de would ſo bꝛing it to paſſe, as the wziter cf the other 


The third part | 
ons, oz by riding in the circuits as other like officers 
do: was intreated by one man abous the reſi (as his lei- 
ſure ſerved him) to acquaint him with thoſe notes, and 


two bokes,ſhoutd haue the Cght of them, and if them 
quantitie would ſerus, that be ſhould publiſh them as 
a third, and moze neceſſary part then the fozmer were. 
The Gentleman replied. al ſuch notes as J ſpeake, ars 
not of mine owne knowledge, vet from ſuch men haut 
I receiued them, as J dare aſlure|tbeir truth: and but 
that by naming men wꝛonged by ſuch mates, moꝛe dii⸗ 
pleaſure would enſue then were expedient , J couldſet 
downe both time, place, and parties. But the certaintie 
hal ſuffice without any ſach offence. As foꝛ ſuch as ſhal 


ſa their iuiuries diſcouered, and biting the lip) lar fo 


klemanperfozmed bis pꝛomiſe, i 


themſelues, thus was J made a ; their names 
being ſhadowed, they baue no cauſe of anger,in that the 
example of their honeſt tmplicitie beguiled, map ſhield 
a number moꝛe endangered from taſting the like. And 
ſceing you baue pꝛomiſed to make them 


obtaine your requeſt:;afuring him thus much vpon my 
credit q boneſtie, that no one vntrueth is in the notes, 
but euerie one credible, and to be iuſtiſted if nid ſerue. 
Within a foztnight oz thereabout afterward, tbe Oen⸗ 
ſenerall papers ſent 
the notes, which bere are in our bok compiled together 
when thou haſt read,ſay,if ener thou heardeſt moꝛe no- 
table villanies diſcouered. And it thon oz thy friends re- 
teiue any gos by thi,as it cannot be but they wil make 
a number moze carefull of themſelues: thanke the ho- 
neſt Gentleman foz his notes, and the witer that pub- 


liſhed both the other and theſe, foz generall example. 4 


knowne to the - 
. © authoz ofthe fozmer two Bokes, you ſhall the ſoner 


of Conny eatching. 


A pleaſant tale howe an honeſt ſubſtantiall Citizen was 


made a Connie, and ſimplie entertained a knaue that 


carried awaie bis goods verie politic ly. 
V what wozds and fermes they giue them- 
ſelaes and their copeſmates, are at large 
ſet downe in the fozmer two Bookes :let it ſuffiſe pet 
then in this, to read the ſimple true diſcourſes of ſuch 
as haue by extraozdinary cunning and freachery bene 
deceiued, and remembꝛing their ſubtle meanes there, 
and flye pzaciſes bere, be pzepared againft the reaches 
of any ſuch companions. 
Not long fince, a crew of Conny-catchers mieting 
togitber, and in conference laping downe ſuch courſes 
as they ſeuerally Gould take, to ſhunne ſuſpec,and re- 
turne a common benefit among them: the Carders re- 
ceiued their charge, the Dicers theirs, the hangers a⸗ 
bout the court theirs,the followers of @ermons theirs 
and ſo the reſt to their offices, But one of them eſpe- 
ciallte , who at their wonted metings , when repozte 
was made howeeuery purchaſe was gotten, and by 
what pollycte each one p2euailed : this fellowe in a 
kinde of pꝛiding — vſually ſay. 
In faithe Paiſers theſe thinges are pꝛettily done, 
common llepghts, erpzeſling no deepe reache of witte, 
and J woonder men are ſo ſimple to bee ſo beguiled. 
JI would fapne ſee ſome rare and artiſiciall feate in- 
deede, that ſome admiration and fame might inſane 
the dooing thereof: J p2omile pee, J diſdapne theſe 
baſe and peftie paltries , and may my foztune inmpe 
with my reſolution , ves ſhall Er my boyes —_ 
2 


pat laws are vſed among this heliſh crew, 


The third part 
in a dap oꝛ two, that I will a tcompliſh a rare ſtratagem 
inderd, ot moze value then foꝛtie of pours, and when it 
is done ſhall carry ſome credit with it. They wondzing 
at his wozdcs,deſired to ſe the ſucceſſe of them, & ſo dilj- 
perſing themſe lues as they were accuſtomed , left this 


krollicke fellow pondering on his affaires. ACittizens 
houſe in London, which hee had diligently epede apmed 
at foʒ a foʒtnights ſpace, was the place wherein he mult 
perfo2me this exploit, and hauing learned one ofthe ſer⸗ 
nant matdes name ofthe houſe, as alſo where ſhee was 


when it was ber turne to attend on her maiſter andmi⸗ 
ſtres to the garden in Finſbury fields, to regard the chil, 
dzen while they ſpoꝛted about, this craftie mate hauing 
dulie watched their comming foꝛth, and ſeeing thatthey 
intended to gos downe . Laurence lane, ſtepped befozs 
them, euer caſting an exe back, leaſt they ſhould turne 
ſome contrarie way: but their following till fitting his 
owne deſire, neere vnto the Conduit in Aldermanbury, 

be croſled the way and came vnto the matd, and kiſſing 
her ſayd . Cooſen Pargeret, Jam verpe glad to ſe you 
well, my vnckle your father, and all pour friends in the 
Countrep are in god health God be pꝛaiſed. The Paide 
bearing berſelfe named, and not knowing the man, mo- 
deſtly bluſhed, which hee perteiuing, held way on witz 
der amongft her fellow appꝛentiſes, and thus began a- 
gaine. I ſee Cooſen vou knowe mee not, and J doe not 
grratlie blame vou, it is ſo long finceyou came foozthof 
the Countrep. but J am ſuch a ones ſonne, naming ber 
Untis right. and his ſonnes name, which the very well 
remembzed, but had not ſeene him in elenen yeares, 
Then taking foozth a bowed groat, and an olde pennie 


bowed, he gaue it her as being ſent from her _ — 
7 


bone and her kindzed. Apon a ſondap in the afternone, 


of Conny-catching. 
Aunt, whome hee tcarmed to bee his Father and Bo- 
ther: Witball (quoth be) J haue a Gammon of bacon 
anda Cheeſe from my Uncle your Fatber , which are 
ſent to your Maiſter and iſtreſſe, which J reteiued of 
the Carrier, becauſe my Uncle cniopnde me to deliver 
them, when J mult intreat your miſtres, that atThit- 
ſontide next ſh& will giue pou leaue to come downe in- 
to the Countrey , The aide thinking ſimplie all hee 
ſaid was true, and as they ſo farre from their parents, 
are not one ly glad to heare of their welfare, but alſo re- 
iopte to ſ& any of their kindzed:ſo this pe Paid, wel 
knowing her Uncle had a ſonne ſo named as he called 
bimſelf, and thinking from a boy( as he was at ber lea- 
uing the Countrey)he was now growne ſuch a pꝛoper 
handſome poung man, was not a little joyful to ſœ him: 
beſide,hee ſæ med p20ud, that her kinſman was ſoneaf 
a pouth,and ſo ſhee held on queſtioning with him about 
her friends: hee ſothing each matter ſocunningly, as 
the maide was confidently perſwaded cf bim. In this 
time, one of the childzen ſtepped to her mother and ſaid, 
Dur Parget(mother)bath a fine cooſen come out of the 
Country, and he hath a Chaſe foz my Father and pou; 
whereon ſhe loking backe, ſaid : Maide. is that pour 
kinſman ? res fozſooth miſtreſſe quoth Thee, my Uncle 
ſonne, whome J left a little one when J came fozth of 
the countrey, 
The wilye Treacher, being maiſter of his trade, 
would not let dippe this oppoztunitie,but conrteouſlic 
lepping fo the iſtreſſe (who louing ber maid wel, be- 
cauſe indeed ſhe had been a very god ſeruant, and from 
ber firſt comming to London had dwelt with her, tould 
ber buſband therof)coyned ſuch a (moth tale vnto them 


both, fronting it with the Gammon of Bacon and the 
& Cheels 


Thethird part 
Chee ſent from their maides Father, and hoping they 
would giue her leaue at Whitſontive to viſit theconn- 
.trey, as they with verie kinde woꝛds entertained him, 
inuiting him the next night to ſupper, when he pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed to bzing with him the Gammon of Bacon and the 
Theſe, Then framing anercuſe of certaine buſlnes in 
the town, foꝛ that time he toke bis leaue of the Paiſter 
and Pillreſle,and his new Coſen Margaret, who gaue 
many a loke after him (pode wench)as he went.toying 


in her thoughts to baue ſuch a kinſman. 


On the mozrow hee pꝛepared a god Gammon of ba- 
ton, which he cloſed vp in a ſoiled linnen cloth, and ſew- 
ed an old card vpon it, whereon he wꝛote a ſuperſcrip - 
tion vnto the aiſter of the Paide, and at what ſigne it 
was to be deliuered, and afterward ſcraped ſome of the 
letters halle out, that it might ſæme they had bin rubd 
out in tbe tarriage. god Cheeſe he pꝛepared likewiſe, 
with inſcription accozdingly on it, that it could not be 
diſcer ned, but that ſome vnſkilfull wziter in the coun⸗ 
try bad done it, both by the grolle pꝛopoztion of the let- 

ters, as alſo the bad oztographie which amongſt plaine 
 buſbandmen is berie common, in that they haue no bet⸗ 
ker inſtrudion. o hiring a Pozfer fo carrie them be- 
twene fige and fire in the euening he comes to the cit / 
tizens houſe,and entring the ſhop, reteiues them of the 
'Pozfer , whome the honeſt meaning Cittizen would 
baue paid fo; his pains,but this his maids new-found | 
Colen ſapd hee was ſatiſfied alreadie, and ſo ſfraining 
tour teſte would not permit him: well, vp are carried the 
Bacon and the Cheſe, where God knowes, Margaret 
was not a little buſte, to haue al things fine and neat a- 
gainft her Coſens comming vp, ber miſtreſſe likewiſe, 


(as one well affecting her ſeruant) had eaten 
| 4 


of Conny 
god chere,ſet all — — fo; ewe, 
— beautiſled the houſe with Cucheons, carpets, les 
and other deniſes of nedle wozke , as at ſuch times di- 
vers wil do, to haue the better repoꝛt made of their tre- 
dite amongſt their ſeruants friends in the Country, al- 
beit at this time(God wot ) it turned to theyꝛ owne af- 
ter-ſozrowing . The maiſter ot the houſe, to de lap the 
time while Supper was readye, bee likewiſe hewes - 
this diſſe mbler bis ſhop, who ſ&ingthings fadge ſo pat 
to his purpoſe,couldqueſtion of this (ozt, and that har 
enough 3 warrant vou to diſcern the beſt frõ the wo2zff 
and their appointed places, ptrpoſing a further reache 
then the toneſ Ciftizen dzeamed of: and to bee plaine 
with ve, luch was this occupiers trade, as though way 
not name if, pet thus much J dare vtter, that the wozſt 
thing be could carry away, was aboue twentie nobles, 
becauſe hee dealt altogeather in whole and great ſale, 
which made this companion foꝛge this kindzed and ac- 
quaintance, foz an hundzed pound oz twaine was the 
very leaſt hee aimed at. At length the miftrefle ſendes 
woꝛd ſupper is on the Table, where vpon vp bee con- 
ducts bis gueſt, and after diners welcomes, as alſo 
thankes ſoz the Cheeſe and Bacon : To the Table they 
ſit, where let it ſuffice , bee wanted no ozdinarie good 
fare, wine and other knackes , beſide much talke of the 
Countrey , how much his friends were beholding foz 
bis Coſen Margaret, to whome bp her miſtreſſe leaue 
bee d2anke twiſe oz th2iſe , and ſhe poze ſoule doing 


the like againe to him with — of ber father 
and other kindzed, which he ſtil (mothed very cunning- 
ly.Countenance of talke made them carelesof the time 
which flipped from the faſter then they were aware ot, 


noz did the deteiuer haſten his departing,becauſe he ex⸗ 
pectcd 


© — — — — — 
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- -SaintOples in the field, was intreated both by the 


pected what inderd followed, which was,that being paſt 
tenne of the clocke,and he feigning bis lodging to be at 


godman and his wife to take a bed there fo2 that night, 

fo; faſhion ſake(though very glad ofthis offer) bee ſaid 
be would not troble them, but giuing the many thanks, 
would to his lodging though it were further. But won- 
derfull it was to (@ how earneſt the honeſt Citizen and 
bis wife laboured to perſwade him, that was moze wil / 
ling to ſtape then they could bee to bid him, and what 
dillembled willingneſſe of departure bee bſed on the o- 
ther lde, to coner the ſecret billanie intended. Mell, at 
the length with much ado, he is contented to ay, when 
Margaret and her Pilreſle pzeſently ſtirred lo make 
ready his bed, which the moze to the honeſt mans hard 
— 4 all the better foz this artificial Conny-catcher, 


woas in the lame roome where they ſupped, being com⸗ 


monly called their hall, and there indeed ſtood a veris 
tairt bed, as in ſach ſightly roumes it may eaſily bet 
_ Citizens vſe not to haue any thing meane 03 
Che miſtreſſe, leaſt her gueſt ſhonld imagine 
the — rbed him, ſuffercd all the plate to ſtand ſtill on 
the cupboꝛd: and when ſhe perceived his bed was war- 
med, and euerp thing els accozding to her mind, che and 

her huſband bidding him god night : tooke themſclues 
to their chamber, which was on the ſame flooze but in- 
ward, hauing another chamber betwene them and the 
ball, where the maides and child2en bad their lodging. 
Sodefiring him to call fo any thing hee wanted, and 
charging Margaret toloke it ſhould bee ſo, to bed are 
they gone: when the Appꝛentiſes bauingbzonght vp 
the keyes of the ſkreet daze, e leftthem in their maiſters 
chamber as they were woont to do, after they has ſais 
| pzaters 


of Conny- catching. 


pꝛaiers, their euening ererciſe,to bed go they likewiſe; 
which was in a Garret backward ouer their maiſters 
chamber. None are nowe bp but pooze Pargaret and 
her counterfeifcoſen,who ſhe loth to offend with long 
falke, becauſe it wared late:after ſome few moze ſpee- 
ches, about their parents and friends in the countrey, 
the ſ&ing him laid in bed, and all ſuch thinges by him 
as ſhe deemed needfull, with a low courteſie J warrant 
pe, commits him to his quiet, and ſo went to bed to her 
fellowes the maidſeruants. Well did this hypocrite 
perceive the keyes of the dwzes carried into the good 
mans chamber, wherofhe being not a litle glad, thoght 
now they would imagine all things ſure; and therfoze 
doutleſſe fleep the ſounder:as fox the kepes, be needed 
no helpe of them, becauſe ſach as hee go neuer bnp;ont- 
ded of inſtrumentt fitting their trade, e lo af this time 
was this notable trecher. In the dead time ofthe night 
when ſound lleepe makes the eare dnapt to heare the 
verie leaſt noyſe, he fozſaketh bis bed, e having gotten 
al the plate bound vp togither in his cloke,goeth down 
into the ſhop , where well remembzing both the plate 
t percels,maketh vp his pack with ſome twenty poũds 
woꝛth of gods moze. Then fetling to dis engin,he get- 
teth the doꝛe off the hindges , and being foozth, lifteth 
cloſe to againe, any ſo departs, mætiug with in adoozen 
paces,th2e& oz foure of his copantons that lurked ther- 
abouts foz the purpoſe. Their wo2d foz knowing each 
other, as is ſaid, was Quelſt,and this villains comſoꝛta⸗ 
ble newes to them, was Twag,ſignifipng hee had ſped: 
ech takes a fleece fo; cafter carriage,and ſo away to Bel 
brow, which as J haue heard is as thep interpꝛet it, the 
bouſe of a thefe recciner, without which they can do no⸗ 


thing, and this houſe with an apt pozter to it, ſtandes 
C ready 


. 


that they ſo wꝛonged their honclk ſeruant: how it may 


f \ Crew of theſe wicked companione,being one day 


The third part, 
ready fo2 them al boures ofthe nigbt: t many ſuch are 
there in London, the maiſters whereof bcare conntes 
nance of toneſt ſubſl antiall men, but all their liuing is 
gotten in this o2der, the end of ſuch (though they ſcape 
awhile) will be ſailing weſtward in a Cart te Tibozn. 
Imagine theſe villantes there in their iollitie, the one 


poꝛting point by point his cunning deceipt, and the o- 


ther (fitting his humour) extolling the deede with ns 
meane commendations . But returning to the boneſt 


Citizen, u ho finding in the moꝛ ning how deerly he paid 
foꝛ a gammon of bacon, and a cheeſe,and how his kinds 
porema was thus trecherouſlye requited: blames the 


2e maide,as innocent herein as himſelſe, and impꝛi⸗ 
ing her, thinking ſo to regaine his owne:griefe with 


ill cheriſhing tbere ſhoꝛtens her life: And thus enſueth 


one hard hap vpon another , tothe great griefe both of 
maiferand miſtreſſe, when the trueth was knowne, 


fo:ewarne others, J leaue to pour owne opinions, that 
ſe what ertraozdinarie deuiſes are now ada pes, to be- 
guile the ſimple and honeſt liber all minded. 


Ofa notable knaue, who for his cunning deceiuing a gen- 
tleman of his purſe : ſcorned the name ofa Conny-cat- 
cher,and would needs be termeda Foole-taker,as mai- 
ſter aud beginner ofthatnew found Ate, | 


met togither in Pauls Church (as that is a vſual 
place of their aſſemblie, both to de termin on their 
dzifts, as alſo to ſpœd of man a botie) ſeeing no likeli- 
bodcf a god afternone, ſo they tearme it either foze⸗ 
noone 02 after, when cught is fo be done: ſome diſper- 


fed themſelues to the plates,other to the bowling allies 
| and 


- 


of Conny-catching. * 
and nof pat two o2 th: ſtayed in the Church. Aueh 
on of them, haue vow2d not to depart, but ſomething 
o2 other Jle haue befo:c Jgo:my minde giues me, that 
this place pet will yelde vs all our ſuppers this night. 
the other holding like opinion with him, there likewiſe 
walked bp and downe, looking when occaſion would 
ſerue fo; ſome Caſh, At length they eſpyedaGentfle- 
man towarde the lawe entring in at the little Nozth 
dooꝛe, and a counfreyCiyent going with him in verpe 
hard talke , the Gentleman hoiding bis gowne open 
with bis armes on eyther ſide as very manie —— 
ſigbt of a faire purple veluet purſe, which was halle 
put vnder his girdle: which J warrant vou the reſa⸗ 
{ate fellow that would not depart without ſome thing, 
bad quicklye eſpyed. A game, quoth hee to his fellows, 
marke the ſtand, and ſo ſeparating themſelues walked 
aloe, the Gentleman going to the nether ſteppe of the 
ſtaires that aſcend vp into the Naire,and there he wal- 
ked ſkill with his dient Dft = crew of mates met to⸗ 
gether,and ſaid there was no hope of nipping the bong 
becauſe he held open his gowne ſo wide, and walked in 
uch an open place. Baſe knaues, quoth thefrottkfel- 
lowe if J — J will haue it, J muſt haue if, though hes 
that owes it had ſwozne the contrarie. Then — 
fide, hee ſyped his trugge oꝛ queane comming vppe 
Church: away,-quoth hee to the other, go loke — | 
ſome other purchale, this wench and J are ſuffient foz 
this. They goe, he leſſons the dzab in this ſo2t,that cha 
Gould to the Gentleman, whoſe name ſhce verye well 
knew.,in that ſhee had holpe to cofen him once befoꝛe, 
pzetending tobe ſent to him from one he was well ac- 
quainted with foz his councell ould giue him his fee 


fo; ayoidingſuſpition,e ſo frame 2 wꝛong done hir 
as 
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rike, e ſo they both pꝛeuaile. Che queane well inured 
with ſuch courſes, betauſe ſhe was one of þ moſt ſkilful 


 Oentlemans ſight,that he might diſcerne ſhee ſtayed to 


names of thꝛte 02 foure, when letting him go, the crafty 


The third part 


8s well inongh ſhe could: when ber mate(taking octa- 
fion as it ſerued) would woozke the meane, ſhee ſhould 


in that pꝛofeſſion, walked vp and downe alone in the 


ſpeake with him, and as be turned toward her, hee ſaw 
her take money out of her purſe, whereby bee gatbered 
ſome benefite was toward him: which made him the. 
ſooner diſpatch his other clyent, when ſhee ſtepping fo 
him, told ſuch a taleof commendations from his verie 
friend, that had ſent her to him as ſhe ſaid, that bee en ⸗ 
tertaincd her very kindly, aud giuing him his fee, woch 
befoze her face he put vp into his purſe , and thʒuſt vn⸗ 
der his girdle againe:ſhe pzoceded to a very ſound diſs 
courſe, wheretobe liſtened with nolifle attention. The 
time ſeruing fit fo2 the fellows purpoſe,he came behind | 
the Gentleman, and as many times one friend wil fas 
miliarly with another,.clap bis hands ouer his eres to 
make him gucſſe who be is,ſo did this companion, hol- 
ding bis hands faſt ouer the Gentlemans epes, ſayde : 
who am A? twiſe oz th2ile , in which time the dꝛab had 
gotten the parſe and put it vp. The Gentleman think ⸗ 
ing it had been ſome merrie friend of his, reckoned the 


knaue diſſembling a baſhful ſhame of what he had don. 
ſaid: By my troth ſir J crie pe mercy,8s J came in at 
the Church dooze, JI fooke ve foz ſuch a one (naming a 
man)a verie friend of mine, home you very muchre- | 
ſemble:J beſ&ch pe be not angrie, it was verie boldiys - 


done ol me. but in penance of my fault, (6 pleaſe pee fo 


accept it, I will befow a gallon oz two ot wine on ver. 
and ſo laboured him earneſtly to go with bim to the tas 
uerns, 


of Conny-catching. 


uerne,.ffil alledging bis ſozow foz miſtaking him. The 
Oentleman litle ſuſpecting how who am I had handled 
bim,ſe&ing how ſozte he was, and ſeeming to be a man 
of no ſuch baſe condition:toke all in god part, ſaying: 
No harme ſir, to take one fa another, a fault wherein 
any man may ea fily erre,and ſo excuſing the acteptati- 
on of his wine, becauſe he was buſſe there with a gen- 
tlewoman his friend:the trecher with courteſie depar⸗ 
ted, g the d2zab(haning what ſhee would) ſhoꝛtniug her 
tale, hee deſiring her to come to his Chamber the next” 
mozning, went to the place where her copeſ-mate and 
ſhe met, and not long after, diuers other of the crue, who 
bearing in what manner this ad was perfoʒmed, ſmi⸗ 
led a god therat, that ſhe had both got the Ge 
purſe, her owne money acaine , and his adyile tos iuſt 
nothing. e that had done this tall exploit, in a place ſo 
open in view, ſo hardly to be come by. t on a man that 
made no meaue eſteeme of his wit: bids his fellowes 
kespe the wozthles name of aConny-catcher to them- 
ſelues: foz he hence-fozth would bee termed a Foole- 
taker, and ſuch as could imitate this quaint example of 
bis, (which be would ſet down as an entrance into that 
art) ſhould not thinke ſcoꝛne to become his ſchollers. 

Night dꝛawing on apace , the Gentleman returned 
dome, not al this while miſſing his purſe, but being ſet 
at ſupper, his wife infreated a pint of Sack, which hee 
minding to ſend foz : dzewe to his purſe, and ſeeing it 
gone, what ſtrange lakes (beſide ſighs) were betweene 
him and his wife, J leave to your ſuppoſing, and blame 
them not: fo2 as J haue heard, there was ſeuen pound 
in gold, beſide thirtie ſhillings and od white money in 
the purſe. But in the middeſt of his griefe,hee remem- 
bzed him that ſaid, who am 4: Ys bee — 

3 ; 
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60510 into a great laughter. the cauſe whereofhis wife 
being deũrous to know, de declared all that paſſed be- 
tween him and the deteiuer, as allo how ſone afterward 
the queane abꝛeniated ber diſcourſe and followed: ſo in 
troth wifc(quoth be)betweene tho am J and the d:ab, 
my purſe is gone: let hislolle teach others to lake bets 


ter to theirs. 


An other Tale of a cooſening compamion, who would 
needs trie his cunning in this new inuented arte, and 


how by his knauerie(at one inn) he beguiled halfe 1 


dozen and more. 


Flate time there hath a certaine baſe kinde of 
() trade bene bſed, who though diuers pwꝛe men, 

and doubfles honeſt, apply themſelues onely ta 
relieue their nerd: pet are there ſome notoꝛious varlets 
do the ſame, being compacted with ſuch kinde of people, 
as this pꝛeſent treatiſe manifeſteth to the wozld, any 
what with outward ſimpltcify on the one ſide, and cun- 
ning cloſe treachery on the other, diners honelt Citti- 
zens and day- labouring men, that reſozt to ſuch places 
as J am fo ſpeake of, onelp foz recreation as oppoztunt- 
tie ſcrueth , haue beene of late ſundꝛy times decepued 
of their parſes . This trade, oʒ rather vnſufferable loy- 
tring qualitie, in ſinging of Ballets, and ſongs at the 
doozes of ſuch houſes where plapes are vſed, as alſo in 
open markets and other places of this Cittie, where is 
moſt reſozt: which is nothing els but a ſlie fetch todzaw 
many together, who liſtning vnto an harmeleſſe dittie, 
afterwarde walke home to their houſes with heauie 


- _ hearts:from ſach as are hereof true witnefles fo their 
c.att, doo J deliuer this example.A ſabfill fellow, belikt 


anboldned by acquaintance with the wha deceit ,oz 


elg 
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els being but a beginner to pꝛadile the ſame, calling 
certain of his companions together, would fry whether 
be could attaine to be maiſter ofhis art oz no,by taking 
a great many of fols with one fraine;but let his intent 
and what els beſide,remaine io abide the cenſure after 
the mater is heard, and come to Oratious ſtræt, u here 
this billanous pꝛanke was perkozmed. A toging mate, 
t ſuch another with the were there got vpon a ſtal ſings 
ing ol balcts, which belike was ſome pꝛet y top, foꝛ vc- 
ry many gathered about to heare it, e diuers buping, as 
their affections ſerned,dzew to their purſes, & paid the 
fingers fo2 tbem. The flie mate and his fellowes, who 
were diſperſed among them that tod to hear the ſongs 
well noted where euerie man that bought, put vp his 
purſe againe,and to ſuch as would not buy,connterfeit 
warning was ſundzie times giuen by the roge and his 
aſſaciate, to beware ofthe cut-purſe,q lake to their pur- 
ſes, which made the often ferl where their purſes were, 
eithcr in l@ve,hoſe,oz at girdle, to know whether they 
were ſafe 02 no. Thus the crafty copeſmates were ac- 
quainted with what theymoſt deſired, and as they were 
ſtatred by houldzing,th2uftine,feining fo let fall ſom⸗ 
thing, and ofher wilie tricks fit foz their purpoſe; here 
one loft bis purſe, there another had his pocket pickt, e 
to ſay all in bꝛiefe, at one inſtant,.dpon the complaint of 
one o2 two that ſaw their purſes were gone, eigbdt moze 
in the ſame companie, found themſelues in like pꝛedi- 
came nt. Some angrie, others ſozrowfull,and all great⸗ 
ly diſcontented , looking about them , knewe not who 
fo ſuſpect oʒ challenge, in that the villaines themſelues 
that bad thus beguiled them, made ſhew that they had 
ſuſkained like loſſe. But ane angry fellow,moze impaci- 
ent then all the reft,he fs vpon the ballad finger, and 
eien 


The third part 
beating him with his fifks well fanouredly, ben ie 
had not liſtned bis ſinging, de had not loſt his purſe, and 
therefoze would not be otherwiſe perſwaded, but that 
tbey two and the cutpurſes were compacted together. 
Che reſt that bad loft their purſes likewiſe, ſaw that 
fo many tomplaine tfogither:they iump in opinion with 
the other fellow, e begin to tug e bale the ballad ſingers 
when one alter one, the falſe knaues began to ſhꝛink a⸗ 
way with the purſes, by means of ſome officer then be- 
ing there pꝛeſent, the two Roges were had befoꝛe a iu⸗ 
ſcice, and vpon his diſcrete examination made, it was 
ound, that they and the cut-· purſes were compacted to⸗ 
gether, and that by this vnſuſpected villanie, they had 
deceiued many. The fine Fole-taker himſelf, with one 
o2 two moze of that companie , was not long after ap- 
pꝛehended: when doubt not but they had their reward 
anſwerable fo their deſeruing: fo I beare of their ioʒ- 
ney weſtward, but not of their returne: let this foze- 
warne thoſe that liſten finging in he frets. 


Of a craſtie mate, that brought two young men vnto a 
Tauerne, w here dep arting with a Cup, hee leſt them to 


pay both for — wine and Cup. 


Friend of mine ſent mee this note, and affuring 
me the fruth thereof, J thought neceſſary to ſet if 
downe among the reſt: both fo: the honeſt im- 
plicitie on the one fide and moſt cunning knanery vled 
on the other, and thus it was. Two poung men of fa- 
miliar acquaintance , who delighted much in muſicke, 
becanſe themſelnes therein were ſomwhat expert, as 
on the virginals,bandoza, late and ſuch like: were one 


evening at a cõmon inne of ts fown(as J haue beard) 


where the one of them ſhewed his (kil on the virginals 
fo 
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to the no little contentment of the hearers. Now as di- 
uers gueſts of the houſe came into the rome fo liſten, ſo 
among the reſt entred an artificial Cony-catcher,who 
as occaſion ſerued, in the time of ceaſing between tbe ſe⸗ 
uerall totes and fanctes he plaied: very much commen- 
ded his cunning,quick hand, and ſuch qualities pꝛaiſe- 
woꝛthe in ſuch a p2ofciloz. The time being come, when 
theſe young men craued leane fo depart, this politique 
varlet ſtepping to them, deſired that they would accept 
a quarte of Mine at his hande, which hee would moſt 
gladlie beſtow vpon them: beides, if it liked him that 
plaped on the Uirginals fo inſtruc , hee would helpe 
him to ſo god a place, as 


| bappily might aduantage bun 
fo; euer. Theſe kind woꝛds, deliuered with ſach honeſt 
out ward ſhewe, cauſed the pong men, whoſe thoughts 
were free from any other opinion, than to bee as truely 
and plainly dealt withall as themſelues meant, accep- 

ted his offer, becauſe hee that played on the Uirginals 
was deſirous to haue ſome god place of ſcruice:4here- 

vpon fo the Tauerne they goe, and being ſet , the wily 
companion calleth foz two pintes of wine, a pinte of 
white, and a pinte of claret, caſting bis cloake vpon the 
table, and ſalling to his fozmer communication of pꝛe- 
ferring the yong man. The wine is bzought, and two 
tuppes withall , as is the vſuall manner: when dzin- 
king to them of the one pinte,they pledge him, not vn- 
thankfull fo: bis gentlen«le , After ſome time ſpent in 
talke,and as he perceived fit ſoꝛ bis purpoſe, hee takes 
the other cup, and taſtes the other pinfe of wine: whcre- 
with he finding fault, that it dzanke ſoinewhat harde, 
ſayd,tbat Roſe- water and Sugar would do no harme:; 

whereapon he leaues his ſeate, ſaping be was well ac- 

quainted with ane of the feruats 1 1 houſe, of * 
de 


'Þ hecould haue two pennywozth of Roſe-wafer foz 8 a pe- 


Ip with the cup. iheyang men not a little wondering 


Ne farre from Charing Croſſe dwclleth an * 
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ny. and ſo of Sugar likewiſe , wherefo:e be would ſtep 
to the barre vnto him, ſo taking the cup in bis hand, hee 

did: the yong men neuer thinking on any ſuch treathe⸗ 
rie as enſned,in that he ſeæmed an honeſt man, and be⸗ 
fide left his cloake lying on the table by them. o moꝛe 
returnes the vonker with Roſe- water and Sugar, dut 
be ing out ol doꝛes, vnſene of anp, goes away round⸗ 


at his long tarrying,by the comming of the ſeruants ts 
ſ& what they wanted, who toke no regarde of his ſud- 
den departure, finde themſelues there left, not onelp to 
pay foz the wine, but fo2 the Cuppe alſo, being rachlye 
ſappoſcd by the maiſt er and his ſeruants to be copart- 
ners with the treacherous villaine: but their honeft be 


hauiour well knowne, as alſo their ſimplicity fo much 


abuſed, well witneCed their innscencie : not withſtan- 
ding they were faine to pay fo; the cup, as afterwarde 
they did, hauing nothing towardes their charge but a 
thꝛed bare cloake not woꝛth two ſhillings. Take hade 
how pou dꝛinke wine with any ſuch companions, | 


Ofan honeſt houſholder w hich was cunningly deceyued 
by a ſubtill companion, that came to hire a Chamber 


for his Maiſter. 


neſt yong man, who being not long ſince marri⸗ 
ed, and hauing moꝛe romes in his houſe than 


himſelſe occuppeth, either ſoꝛ terme time, 02 the Court 
lying ſo n&re, as diuers do, to make a reaſonable com- 
madil ie, and to eaſe houſe- rent, which (as the woꝛlde 
geeth now is none of the cheapeſt)letteth fo2th a cham- 
ber oz two, accoꝛding as it may be ſpared. In anenens 


taine late came from the @eaandhadcoltly apparelto 
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ing but a while lnce,came ope in themanter ofa Ser» 
uing man to this man and his wife, and hemuſtneves 
haue a Chamber foz his Maiſter, offering fo largely, as 

the bar gaine was ſone concluded bet werne them. Bis 
intent was to haue ſingered ſome botie in the bouſe,as 
by the ſequele it may bee likelieſt gathered: but belike 
no fit thing lying abꝛoad, oz hee better regarded then 
bappily he wp 5 66 expectation that way was fru⸗ 
ſtrate: vet as a  Conny-catcher inderd, that ſcoꝛz⸗⸗ 
neth to attempt ſome ſucteſſe, and rather will 
pꝛay bpon [mall commontye., then returne to his fel- 
lows diſgraced, with a loſt laboz: he ſummons his wits 
together, a by g ſmoth tale quer-reached both the man 
and his wi tels them that his Paiſter was a cape 


bꝛing thither, which (02 moze eaſtecarriage,beentreats 
them lend him a ſhet to bind it vp in. they ſufpectingno 
ill, becauſe he required their boy ſhould goe with him to 
helpe him cary the ſtuſe, the god wife ſteppes vnto her 
Cheſt, wbere her linnen lay ſneliel ſwietned with Koſe 
„ and lends him a very good ſhate 
deed. 
This ſucteſſe made him bolde to venfer a little furs 
ther, and then he tels them his maiſter had a greatdeale 
of bzoken DUugar,and fine ſpicesthat lay negligently a⸗ 
b2oad in bis lodging as it was bzought from th ww 
all which bee was aſſared his Pailter would b 
them, lo he could deuiſe how to get it bzought th 
Theſe liberall pꝛomiſes, pzcuailing with them that 
lighflie beleucd,and witha!l wereſomewhat couetous 
of the, Sugar and ſpices : The woman demanded if a 
couple of pillow-beres would not ſerue to bʒing the ſu⸗ 
gar and ſpices in? yes narry ( my hee) ſo ee 
map 
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may belt be kept by it ſelſ, and the ſpices bits, 
And (quotd hee)becauſe tbere are many craftie knaues 
+ abzoad,(greeuing that any ſhould be craftier then him- 
ſelfe)and in the euening the linnen might quicklie bee 
ſnatched from the boy: Foz the moꝛe ſafety, he would 
carry the hat and pillow-beres bimſelſe, E within an 
bower oz little moze,returne with the boy againe, be- 
cauſe he would haue all things redy befoze his maiſter 
came, who (as he ſaid) was attending on the Councell 
at the tourt. The man and his wife crediting his moth 
ſpteches, ſends their boy with him, and ſo along foward 
Juie-bzidgego they. The Conny-catcher ſering him 
ſelfe at fre libertie, that he had gotten a very god ſheef, 
and two fine pillow-beres: ſteps to the wall, as though 
he would make water, bidding the bo pe goe faire and 
ſoftly on befoze . The boy doubting nothing. did as dee 
willed him, whe pzeſently he ſtept into ſome douſe hard 
by fit to entertaine him: and neuer fince was bee, bis 
Maiſter, the Dugar,ſpices,o2 thelinnen heard off. Pa- 
nie haue beene in this manner deceived, as J heare, let 
this then giue them warning to beware of any "ep 
vnp;ofitable gueſts, 


Of one that came to buy a knife, and made firſt proo of 
his trade on him that ſolde it. 


Ke of the cunning Nippes about the tone, 

came vnto apaze Cutier to haue aCattle made 

acco2ding to his owne minde, and not aboue 
thee inches would he haue both the knife and the halt 
in length: pet of ſuch pure mettall,as poſſibly may bee. 
 Albeifthepozemannener made the like befoze,yet be. 


ing pꝛomiſed foure times the value of his ſfuffe and 
paines.he was contented to doe this, and the day being 


catching. 
come that bee ould deliner it, tbe partie came, who 
liking if exceedingly , gaue him the money pꝛomiſed, 
which the poze man gladly put vpmnto bis purſe, that 
hung at a button hole of his waſcoate befoze bis bꝛeſt, 
ſmilingthat be was ſo well paid fo ſo ſmall a trifte:the 
partieperceining his merry countenance , and imagi- 
ning be gelt foz what purpoſe the knife was, ſayde, ho- 
neſt man, whereat ſmile vou: By my troth fir (quoth 
the Cutler) IJ ſmile at your knife,becauſe q neuer made 
one ſo litle befoze: and were it not offenfiue vato vou. 
would requeſt to know fo what die you will put it to? 
Wilt thou my counſaile (quot the Nip? ) yea on 
mine honeltie(quoth the Cutler.) Then hearken in thy 
eare ſaid the Hip, and ſo rounding with dim, cut the 
7 — ns boſom, he neuer ſiæ⸗ 
g when he did it: with this knife (quoth the Nippe) 
eane J to cut a purſe, marry G fozbid (quoth the 
Cutler)J cannot thinke vou to be ſuch a kind ol man, 
ſe you loue to ieſt, and ſo they parted. 

The pee man, not ſo wiſe as to remember his owne 
purſe, when by ſach a warning hee might baue taken 
the offendour doing the deede , but / rather pꝛoud (as it 
were) that his money was ſo eaſily earned: walkes fo 
the Alehouſe, which was within a houſe 02 two of his 
owne,and finving there th: oz foure of his neinhbo2zs 
with whom be began to iet very pleaſantly: ſweares 
by cocke and pie bee would ſpend a whole groat vppon 
them, fo2 hee had gotten it and moze, clierei by a god 
bargaine that mozning. 

Mhough it was no marnell to ſie him ſo liberall, be- 
cauſe indede he was a god companion: yet they wer t 
leth to put him to ſuch coſt,nothwithſanding he would 
needs doe if, and ſo farre as * lkretcht , PR 
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The third 


part 

ſently fild inland ſet vp3 the bod. n the dzinking time 
often he wicht to meet "with mo2e ſuch cuſtomers as he 
had done that mozaing, and commended him fo a very 
honelt Gentleman Jwatcantfpou . At length, when 
the reckoning was to be paide,hee dzawes to his parſe, 
where finding nothing Pt but a pece of the ſtring in 
the button hole, I leaue fo pour tavg whether de 
was now as ſoꝛrie as he was merrie befoꝛ e. 
Blanckandall amoztfitsthe pe Cutler, and with 
ſuch a pittifull countenance, as bis neighbours did not 
alittle admire his ſolemne alteration; and'defirons to 
know the cauſe thereof, from point to point he diſcour- 
ſeth the whole manner of the tragedie, neuer naming 
bis new cuſfomer , but with ſuch a farre fetcht'figh, as 
ſoule and body would haue parted in ſunder. And in 
midſt of all his griefe, he bzake fo2th-into theſe termed. 
Ile beletue a man the better by his wo2d while Jknow 
bim, the knife was bought to cut a purſe indeed, and 3 
thanke him foꝛ it, bee made the firſt pxofe of the edge 
with mee . The neighboursgreuingfoz his loſle, vet 
ſmiling at his folly to be ſo ouerreached, were faine fb 
pay the groate the Cutler called in,becauſe he had no o⸗ 
ther money about him, and ſpent as much moze bende 
to dztue away his heauineſle. 

This tale, becauſe it was ſomewhat miſrepoꝛted be- 
foze , vpon talke had with the poze Cutler himſelle, is 
ſet downe now in true fozme and manner how if was 
done,therefoze is there no offence offered, when by bet- 
ter conſideration,a thing map beenlarged 02 amended, 
oꝛ at leaſt the note be better confirmed. Let the pooze 
Cutlers miſhaperample others, that they bꝛag not ouer 


haſtilp ofgaine eaſily gotten, leaſt ther chancy fo pay.as 
n fo; it, as de did. of 


— — 
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Of a yoong Nip that cunuingly beguiled an ancient pro- 
fe{lor of that trade, andhis queane with him, at a play. 


Good. fellow that was newly entered info the 
| nipping craft, and had not as pet attained toany 
acquaintance with the chiefe and cunning mai- 
ers of that trade: In the Chꝛiſtmas holy-dayes laſt, 
tame toſee a playe at the Bull within Biſhops gate, 
there to take his benefit as time and place would per- 
mit him. Not long bad hee ſta ved in the pꝛeaſe. but bee 
had gotten a yong mans purſe out of his pocket, wbich 
when he had, hee ſtepped into the ſtable to take out the 
money,and to conuey away the purſe. But loking on 


counters , a thimble and a bzoken thzco pence, which 
belike the fellowe that ought it, bad doone of purpoſe 


fo 
deceive the cutpurſe withall , oz elſe had plaide at the 


Cardes fo2 counters, and ſo-carried his winnings a- 
bout him till bis next ſitting is plane. Somewhat diſ- 
pleaſed to be ſo ouertaken, he loked aſide, and ſpiedalu- 
ſie youth entring at the dooze, and his dzab with him: 
this fellow he had heard to bee one of the fineſt Ripp 
about the fowne,and ener taried his queane with him, 
fo2 conueiance when the ſtratagem was perfoꝛmed: he 
puts vp the counters into the purſe againe, and follows 
cloſe to ſee ſome peete of their ſeruite Among a compa- 
nie of ſeemely men was this luſtis companion gndhis 
minion gotten, where both they might beſt beholde- 
playe , and wozke foꝛ aduantage, and euer this vou 
Nip was next to him, to marke when he honldatte;ape 


tweene the cunning Hip and his dꝛab, onely to learne 


— 


bis tommoditie, hee ſounde nothing therein but white 


any erployte, ſtanding as it were moze then balfe be- 


ſome 


* 
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The third part 
ſome part of their ſkill. Jn bert time the deed 6 
— _ng Nip coald not eaſily diſcern, 
only he felt him ſhift bis band toward his trug, to con- 
* neythe purſe to her, but ſhe being ſom what mindful « 
the play, becauſe a merriment was then on the tage, 
gaue no regarde: whereby thinking he had puld her by 
the coat,hes twicht the yong Nip by the cloke,whota- 
king aduantage of this offer, put downe his hand and 
received the purſe of him: then counting it diſcourteſie 


tio let him loſe al his labour, be ſoftly pluckt the queane 


by the coate, which the feeling , and imagining it had 
beene her compemons hand: receiued of him the fir(>t 
purſe with thc wbite counters in it. Then fearing leaſt 
bis ſtay ſhould hinder him, and ſteing the other inten- 
ded fo haue moꝛe purſes ere he departed;away goes the 
yong Nip with the purſe be got ſo eaſtly,wherin(as J 
baue heard) was xxvii.ſhillings and odde mony, which 
did ſo much content him, as that he had beguiled ſo an- 
cient a ſtider in that pzofeſſion: whaf the other thought 
when he found the purſe, and could not gefſe howe her 
was coſened: J leave to pour cenſures, onelyp this 
makes me ſmile, that one falſe knauecan beguile anos 
' ther, which biddes boneſt men loke the better to their 


How a 1 was craftily deceined of a ee of 
_ Golde and his purſſe,in Paules Church in London. 


Gentleman of the countrey, who (as J haue herd 
ſince the time of his miſhap , whereof J am now 
to ſpeake) had about halfe a peere befvze burped 


his wife, and belike thinking wel ol ſome othee-Gentle- 

woman, whom hee ment to make account of as his ſe- 

 condchoiſe : vpon god hope 02 otherwiſe perſwaded, 
. | 


of Conny catching. 

be came bp fo London to pꝛouide himſelfe of ſuch ne⸗ 
ceſſaries as the Countrey is not vſaalily ſtoꝛed withy 
all. Beũde s, ulkes, beluets.cambꝛickes and ſuch like, he 
bought aCyhaine of Goloe that coſt hic ſittie and ſea · 
uen pounds and odde money. whereof becauſe he woulsb 
haue the mapden bead 02 firtt wear ing bimſelfe , bee 
pꝛeſently put it on in the Goldſmiths ſhop, and ſo wal- 
ked there with about London, as his occaſions ſerned. 
But let not the Gentleman bee offended, who if this 
Booke come to his handes, can beſt auouch the trueth 
of this diſcourſe, if heere by the waye 4 blame bis raſh 
pꝛide, oz ſtmple ctedulitie: fo betwene the one and o 
ther. the Chaine hee paide ſo dere ſoʒ abont ten of the 
clock inthe moʒning. the Cunny catchers the ſame day 
ere night ſhared amongſt them, a matter whereat bee 
map well greeue,and I be ſozie,in reſpea hee is my very 
god friend: bat to the purpoſe. This Gentleman walk- 
ing in Paules , with his Chaine faire glittering about 
bis necke,talking with his man about ſome buſineſſe: 
was well biewed and regarded by acreweof Conny- 
catchers , whoſe teth watred at his godly Chaine, vet 
knew not how to come by it hanging as it did, and ther- 
fozeentyed into ſecret tonſpir ation among themſelucs, 
if they could not come by all the Chaine, vet how they 
might make it lighter by halle. a ſcoze ponndes at the 
 leaft. Still had they their eres on the honeſt Genfle- 
man, wha little doubfed au ſuch treaſon intended a- 

mt his ſs late bought bargaine: and they hauing 
io their plot, ech one to be aſſiſtant in this enterpaiſe,. 
ſaw when the Oentleman diſmiſſed his ſernant, to go 
about ſuch affaires as hee had appointed him, hamſelfe 
ſift walking there vp anddowne the middle Idle. One 


of theſe mates, that od moſt on his cunning in theſe 
@ exploits, 


ſter was euen then walking in Paules . 


— — .-—_— - 


The third alk 
exploptes,folowed the ſeruing man fozthofthe Church \ 


calling him by divers names, as John, Thomas, Wil- 
liam, ic. as though he had knewne his right name, but 


T. tuld not hit on it: which whether he did oz no J know 


not, but wet à wot the ſeruingman turnt d back again, 
and ſeeing him that called him ſermed 22 
ted and cloaked after tte neweſt faſhion,came with bis 
hat in his hand to him, ſaping: Sir, do pe call me: Ma- 
rie doe I my freend quoth the other, doſt not thou ſerue 
ſuch a Gentleman: and named one as bimſelfe pleaſed. 
Po truelp Sir, anſwered the ſeruingman. J know not 
any ſuch Gentleman as you ſpeake of. By my troth re- 

plyed thr Conny-catcher, I am aſſured J knew th and 
thy Maiſter, though now cannot ſuddenly remember 
my ſelte. The ſeruingman fearing no harme,yet fitting 
the hamour of this trecherous , tolde right 
bis Maſters name whome he ſerued, and that bis Pa- 
O Gods will 
(quoth the Cony- catcher, repeating bis maſters name) 
a very honeſt Gentleman,ofſuch a place is he not : na⸗ 
ming a ſhire of the Country: foz hee muſt knowe both 
name. Country and ſomtimes what Genttemen dwell 
neere the partie that is to bee ouer reached, ere het can 
* pzoced. No in deede Dir (anſwered the ſeruingman, 
With ſuch reuerence as it had bene to an honift Gen- 
tleman indeed) my Maſter is of ſuch a place,a mile from 
ſuch a Towne , and heard by ſach a knights houſe : by 
which repoꝛt the deceiucr was halfe inſtructed,becauſe 
though be was ignoꝛant of the fellows Palter, pet wel 
be knew the Country, and the knight named. Socra- 
uing pardon that be had miſtaken him, he returnes a- 
gaine into the Church, and the ſleruingman trudgeth a- 
daut his aſſigned buſines , Being come to the 11 


— — 
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the crew, he appointes one of them(whome he knew to 
be expert in deed) to take this matter in hand, ſoz him 
ſel? might not do it.leaſt the ſerningman ſhov!d return 
and know him, be ſcboled the reſt ttewiſe what euer 
man ſhould do when the pinch came, and changing his 
cloke with one of his lellowes, walked by himſelte at- 
tending the feate: and enery one being as ready. the a- 
pointed fellow makes his ſally foo th, and comming to 
the Oentleman, calling him by his name, giues him the 
courteſie andembzace,ukewilſe thanking him fo2 good 
cheere he had at his houſe, which he did with ſuch ſeemly 
bebaniour t pꝛoteſtation, as the Gentleman (thinking 
tbe otber to be no leſſe ) vſed like action of kindeneſſe to 
him. Now as Country Gentlemen haue many viliters 
both with neere dwelling neighbours, and ſreends that 
iournep from farre, whom the can hardly remember. 
but ſome p2incipall one that ſerues as countenance to 
the other: ſo hee not diſcrediting the cunning mates 
wo2ds , who fill at euery point alleaged his kinred to 
the knight neighbosz to the Gentleman, which the poze 
ſeruing man had (doubting no ill) reuealedbefoze, and 
that both there and at his owne houſe in hawking time 
with that knight and other Gentlemen of the countrey 
be had libcrally taſted his kindnes:deſiring pardon th 
he had fo:gotten him,and offered him the curteſie oft 
citie. The Conny-catcher excuſed himſelfe fo2 that 
time, ſaping, at their next meeting bee would beſtolw it 
on bim. Then ſeeming to haue eſpyed his chaine, and 
commending the fairenes and wozkemanthip thereof: 
ſaics,Jp2ay ve ſir take a litle counſel ofa friend, if may 
be pon will returne thankes fo2 it. J wonder quoth de, 
vou dare weare ſuch a coſtly Jewell ſo open in fight, 


which is euen but a baite fo enfice bad men to aduen⸗ 
Ea ture 


The third part 


fore time and place foꝛ it , and no where ſooner then in 
tis cittie, where (J may ſay to vou) are ſuch a number 
ol Connytatchers, Colloners and ſuch like, that a man 
tan ſcarcely kæpe any thing from them, they haue ſa 
many reaches and fleigh's to beguile withall : which a 
 beryeſpeciall freend of mine found to true not manye 
dayes ſince. Yeerevpon he tolde a very ſolemne tate,of 
villanies and knaueries in his own p2ofeſſion, wherby - 
de repoꝛted his frend bad loſt a watch of gold;ſhewing 
bow cicſely his friend woze it in his boſome, and howe 
ſtcraungelp it was gotten from him, that the gentle- 
man by that diſceu:ſe waxed halte affraid of his chaine. 
And giuing him many thankes fo2 his god warning, 
pzeſently takes the Chaine from about his necke, and 
tying it vp faſt in a handkercher put it vp into his ſlerus 
faxing. It tbe Tonny-catcher get it here, let dim not 
ſpare it. Not a little did the tretcher (mile in his ſlene, 
bearing tbe raſhe ſecuritie , but in derde ſumplicitie of 
the Gentleman, and no ſoner ſaws be it put vp, but 
pꝛeſently be tounted it ſure his owne, by the aſſiſtance 
of his complices, that lay in an ambuſcavo foz the pur⸗ 
poſe : with embzaces and courteſies on either fide , "the 
— rn departs, leaning the gentleman walk- 
there ill ; whereat the crewe were not alittle of- 
ded, that be ſtill kept inthe Church, and would not 
noe abꝛoad. Mell, at lengtb(belike remembzing ſome 
bufinclle)the Gentleman taking leaue of an other that 
talked with him, haſted to go fozth at the furtbeft weil 
dwꝛe of Paules, which be thatbadtalked with dim, and 
gaue him ſirch counſell perceining,hied out ofthe other 
doꝛe, and got to the entrance ere hee came foozth , the 
reft following the gentleman at an intde. as dee was 
ſtepping out, the other ſtept in, and let fall a ny 


of Conny-catching. 


bis hat lo low oner his eyes, that he could not well dif- 
terne his fate, and ſtoping to take bp the keye,kept the 


Gentleman \com going backward oz fozward, by rea- 
ſon his legge was ouer the thzeſhold . The fozmoft 
Conny-catcher behind,pzetending aquarrell vnto him 
thatſtoped, rapping out an oth, and dzawing his dags 
ger, ſaide: Doe J meete the villainc : ap, be ſhall not 
ſcape me now, and ſo made offer to ſtrike him. 

The gentleman at his landing vp, ſeeing it was he 
that gane him ſuch good connſaile, and pzetendedhim- 
ſelfe his verie friend, but never imagining this fraine 
was made foz him: Kept in his defence, when the other 
following tript vp his beeles : ſo that het and his coun⸗ 
ſe{lour were downe together, and two moze bppon 
them, ſtriking with their daggers verie cagerly,marry 
indeed the gentleman had moſt of the blowes, and both 
bis bandkercher with the chaine, and alſo bis puiſle 
with thzee and fiftie ſhillings in it, wore taken out of 
his pocket in — the man that him⸗ 
ſelke defended. 

Jt was maruellous fo behold , bowe not regarding 
the Uillaines woꝛ des vtteredbefoze in the Church,noz 
thinking vppon the charge about him ( which after bee 
bad thus treacheronflye loſt vnwittingly) : be tan 
pacifiyng them that were not diſcontented, but onely 
to beguile him, But they vowing that they would pes 
ſcntly ga foz their weapons, and ſo to the field, told the 
Gentleman ho lahourd bat in vaine,fo2 fight they muſt 
and would, and ſo going downe by Paales Chaine,leff 
the gentleman made a Conny going vp toward Flet- 
ſkreet,ſozry foz his new Counſeller and freend,and wt- 
ſhing him god lucke in the fight : which in deeve was 
with nothing but wine pots,fo2 ioy of their late gotten 
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The third part 

botie. Necre fo Saint Dunitanes church the Gentle⸗ 
man remembꝛed himſelf, and feeling his pocket ſo light 
had ſudoenly moꝛe greefc at his hart, then cuer happen 
to him oꝛ anp man againe. Backe he comes to ſee it het 
could cĩpye anye of them, but thep were farre inongbe 
from bim: Ood ſend him better hap when he goes next 
a wooing, and that this his loſſe may bee a warning to 
others. | | | 


How acunning knaue got a Truncke well ſtuffed with lin- 
nen and certaine parcels of plate out of a Cittizens 
houſe,and how the Maſter of the houſe holpe the decei- 
uer to Carry away his owne goods. 


V Ithin the Cittie of London, dwelleth > 


woꝛldlp man, who hath very great dealing 
in his trade, and his ſhoppe very well fre- 
quented with cuſtomers : had ſuch a ſhzewd miſchance 
oflatebya Conny-catcher,as may well ferue foꝛ an ex⸗ 
ample to others leaſt they haue the like. A cunning vil- 
laine, that had long time haunted this Cittizens houſe, 
and gotten maay a cheat which he carryed away ſafe- 
lp: made it bis cuſtome when der wanted money , fa 
belpe him ſelfe cuer where bee had ſo often, diuers 
things he had which were neuer miſt, eſpecially ſach as 
appertained to the Cittizens trade, but when anye 
were found wanting, they could not deuiſe which way 
they were gone, ſo pollitiqueip this fellow alwapes kv 
baved bimſelfe, well knew dee what times of greatefk 
buſincile this Eitfizen had in his trade, and when the 
ſhop is moſt ſtoꝛed with Chapmen: then would be ſtep 
bp the ſtares (fo2 there was and is another dooze to the 
bouſe beſides that which entreth into the ſhoppe ) and 


what was next hand came euer away with. One time 
| aboue 
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aboue the reſt, in an euening about emas, when 
day light ſhats in about fire of the clocke, hee watebed 
to doe ſome feate in the houſe , and ſeeing the miſtreſſe 
goe foozth with her maide, the godman and his folkes 
2 in the ſhop: bp the ſtaires he goes as he was 
wonte to doo, andlifting vp the latch of the hall poz- 
tall doe, ſaw no body necre to trouble him, when ſtep- 
ping into the nert chamber, where the Cittizen and 
bis wife vſnally lap, at the beds fete there ſtd a hand- 
ſome truncke, wherein was verye good linnen , a faire 
gute alte. two ſiluer French bowles foz Wine, two 
muer dzinking pots, a ſtone Jugge couered with l- 
uer, and a dooſen of ſiluer ſpones. This truncke hee 
dings to the ſtapꝛes bead, and making faſt the doze, 
againe, dꝛawes it downe the ſfeppes ſo ſoftlye as hee 
coulo,fo2 it was ſo bigge and heaup, as he could not ea 
filie carryit,hauingit out at the doo2e , vnſtene of anye 
neighbour oz any body elſe, he Rod ſtrugling with it to 
lift it vp on the fall, which by reaſonof the weight tro- 
bled him very mach. The godman comming fo2zth of 
bis ſhop, to bid a cuſtomer oz two farwell, made the fel- 
lowe affcaide he ſhould now bee taken foz all togither : 
but calling bis wittes together toeſcape if he could, de 
Kode gazing vp at the ſigne belonging to the houſe, as 
though hee were deſirous fo know what ſigne it was: 
which the Cittizen perceiuing, came to him and aſked 
him what he ſought fo2? J loke foz the figne of the blew 
bell ſir, quoth the fellowe, wherea gentleman hauing 
taken a chamber foz this tt arme time,bath ſent me he· 
ther with tbis his Troncke of apparrcll: quoth the Tis 
ttzen J know no ſuch ſigne in this ſtriet, but in the next 
* it) there 1s ſuch a ene inderd, and there dwel⸗ 
leth one that letteth ſoozth Chambers to 2 
2 
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perteiued 
pad beguiled himſelle, and loſte moze then in haſte hee 


4 both the one and the othcr. 


—— — 


The third part 
Truely ür quoththe fellowe, thats the houſe J ſhould 
goe to. I p2zay vou r lend me your hand, but to help the 
Crunck on my back, fo: J thinking foealeme a while 
vpon rour ſtall, ſet it ſboꝛte, and now J can hardly get 
it vp againe . The Cittizen not knowing bis owne 


Trunke, but indeede neuer thinking on any ſuch no- 


tabledecette : belpes him vp with the Trunke, and ſo 
ſends him away roundly with bis owne gods. Then 
the Truncke was miſt J leaue to pour conceits what 
bouſbolde greefe tore was on all ſides, eſpecially the 
— maya ns 94 belpt the 
fellow bp with a Trunke, that beereby hee 


ſhould recouer againe. Powe this may admeniſh o- 
tbers, J leaue to the indgement of the indifferent opi⸗ 
nion. that (ec when honeſt meaning is ſo craftily belea- 
025.0022 ookiget muſt bes NO ney ned | 
daungers. 


How 1 
naue as himſelſe, and 
lowes. 


IE bath beene biet as a common 13 acraftis 
|| knave avethno Szoker, whereby it ſbould appeare 
that there an bardlie bee a craftier knaut then a 
B2oker. Suſpend pour iudgcments till you haus heard 
— enſaing.and then as ou pleale, tenſure 


'A Ladie of the Countrie ſent bp a ſeruant whome 
emight well put in truſt. to pꝛouide hir of a goawne an- 


eee a 


you Mr 


 ſwerable fo ſuch direuions as ſhe hab giuen him, which 


Aer as may appeare by the W 


— —Q—U—ꝓ — — —— 


of Conny-catching, 
lace, tuhereto doubtlelſe was everie other thing agreea- 
ble: fa the Tayler had ſeaent@n yards of the bett black 
ſatten caula be got foz monie.and ſo much golde lace,be- 
ſide (pangtes.as valued thirteae pound, what elſe was 
beſide I know not. hut let it ſuffice, thus much was loft, 
and therefoze let vs ts the manner how. I 
Thc laften and the lace being b:ought to the Tayler 
that ſhould make the gowne, and (p2ead ane on the 
ſhop boo2d to be meaſured,certaine good fellowes of the 
Conny: catching pꝛofeſſion chanced te go by. who ſaing 
fo rich lace, and ſo excellent good ſatten, began to tem. 
mane with themſe lues hew they might make fame pur 
chaſe of what they had ſeene : and quickly it was to bes 
done oz not at al. As euer in a crew ofthis quality,there 
ia ſome one moꝛe ingenious and politique then the reſt, 
a at least wiſe that couets to make himſcife moze fa- 
mous then the reſt: ſo this inſtant was there one in this 
that did \weare his cunning would deepetic 
him, but he would haue both the lace and (atten, 
When haaing laid the plot with bis companions,how 
and which waie their belpe might ſtand tem in ſtead, 
this they pꝛocteded. 
Vell noted they the ſeruing· man that ſtood in the 
ſHaype with the Tailer, and gathered by his diligent at⸗ 
tendante, chat be had ſome charge of the gowne there to 
be made, wherefo:ze by him muſt they wozke their tre- 
cherie intended, and vſe him as an inſtrument to be 
guile bimſelle. Dne of them ſitting in a leafenere vnto 
the Tailers ſtall, could eaſily heare the talkethatpaiſco 
betwane the (eruing-man and the Tayler, where a- 
mang ofher comumnication, it was tontluden at the 
gowne ould bs made of the ſelſe ſame f ruery 


paint, aa another mne 26 ee. 
an 


tze Ladies opinion both of the one and the other. 


pointed foz the Tailers comming to the Lady . The 
guide and leader to all the reſt fo2 villany,though there 
was no one but was better ſkilde in ſuch matters then 


The third pat 


and that meaſu it being taken by her, the ſame would 
fitlie ſerue the Lady foz whome the gowne was to bee 
made: obo the ſeruingman intended to go ſpeake with 
the Ladie , and vppon a token agreed betweene them 
(which he careleſlie ſpake ſo lo wd, that the Conny-cat- 
cher heard it) he would as her leifurgſerued,certifie che 
Tailer,and he ſhould bzing the tuffe with him, to haue 


The ſeruingman being gone about his affaires , the 
ſubtill mate that had liſtned to all their talke,acquainfs 
bis fellows both with the determination and token ap- 


honeſtie: he appoints that one of them ſhould go to the 
tauerne, which was not farre off, e layingtwo kagots 
on the fire in a roome by bimſelfe,and a quarte of wine 


» Hilledfo2 countenance ol the treacherie: another of that 


true ſhould giue atteudance on him, as if bee were bis 
maiſter,being bare headed, and fir humblie anſwering 
at every woꝛd. Co tde fauerngocs this counterfet gens 
tleman, and his ſeruant waiting on dim, where every 
thing was perſozmed as is befvze rehearſed, Then tha 
maſter knaue calling the dzawer , demanded if there 
dwelt neere at hand a (ſkilfnll Tailer,that could maks 
a ſuite of veluet foz himſelfe,marry it was fo be doons 
with very great ſpeed. 

The D;awer named the Tailer that we now ſpeake 
of, x vponthe dzawers commending his cunning, the 
man in all haſt was ſent foztoa genticman,fo: whb he 
muſt make a ſute cf veluet fozthwith. Upon talke had 
of the ſtuffe, holo much was to be bought of enery thing 


appertaxning thereto ; he muſt imuncdiatly take _ 


of Conny-catching. 


when to returne that wape againe, afterward they 
would go to the Bercers. As the Tailer was taking 
meaſure on him bare headed, as if he had bin a ſuhſtan- 
tiall gentleman indeed, the craftie mate had cunningly 
gotten his purſſe out of his pocket, at the one ring 
whereof was faſteneda little key, and at the other his 
fianet ring: This botie be was ſure of all readie, whe- 
ther he ſhould get any thing els oꝛ no of the miſchiefe 
intended, ſtepping tothe window he cats the ring from 
the purſſe, and by his ſuppoſed man (ronnding bim in 
the eare ) ſendes it to the plot-layer of this knanerie, 
minding to traine the tailer along with him, as it were 
to the mercers, while he the meane time toke o2der fo: 
the other matter. Afterward ſpeaking alowde to his 
man,ftrrha, quoth hee, diſpatch what J bad pou, and a- 
bout foure of the clock matt me in Paules,by that time 
J bope the tailer and J ſhall haue diſpacht. To Cheap- 
ſide goeth the honeſt Tailer with this notoꝛious diſ- 
ſembler , not milling his purſle fo: the ſpace of two 
' boures after, in leſſe then halle which time the ſatten 
and golde lace was gotten likewiſe by the other villain 
from the Taplers houſe in this oꝛder. 

Being ſure the Tapler ſhould bee kept abſent, hee 


ſeruants with this deuiſe:that the ladies man had met 
their maſter abꝛoad, and had him to the other Ladie to 
take meaſure ot her, and leaſt they ſhould delape the 
time to long. hee wag (ent fo2 the ſatten and lace;decla- 
ring the token appointed, and withall gining their ma⸗ 


CTte ſeruants could doe no leſſe then deliuzr it, being 


commanded(as they ſuppoſed) by ſo credible te ſtimonp: 
2 Neither 


ſure of this connterfet gentleman. becauſe he knew not 


ſends another mate home to his houſe, who abuſed his 


ters ſignet ring foꝛ better confirmation of his meſſage, 
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„ maſter ſince the mozning they parted, neither had bes 
.-__ ſentfo2 the ſatten and lace, but when the ſernantes in- 
m illed their innocencie. beguiled both wity the true to - 


; he third patt 
neither did the leaſu.” of ante one ſerne togoe with the 
the melenger,who ler ird an honeſt young Gentleman 
and carried no cauſe of diſtruſt in 9. — counfenagace : 
whercfoze they deliucredhim the lace and ſaften folded 
vp together as it was, and deũred him to well their mas 

ſter to make ſome ſpeede home, boch fas cutt ig ont of 
woꝛke, end other occafions. 

Toa Bꝛoker fit foꝛ their this deceiner 
with the ſatten lace, who knowing well they could not 
come honeſtly by if, noz anie thing elſe hee bought ß 
that crew,as often befaze he had dealt much with them: 
either gaue them nat ſo much as they would haue, a at 
leaſt as they iudged they coulde haue in another plare, 
oꝛ which the ring · leader of this cooſnage, vowed in bis 

mind to be reuenged on the Bꝛoker. The maſter knaus 
who bad ſpent two houres and moꝛe in vaine with the 
Tailer, and would not like of anie veluet be ſaw, when 
be percciued that be milk his parſe, and could not deniſe 
how oz where he had loſt if, ſhe wed himſelfe veriefozris 
fo; his miſhap,and ſayd in the mozning he woutde ſend 
the veluet home to his houſe, fo: he knew where to ſpy 
of better then anie he bad ſeene in the ſhops. Home goes 
the Tailer verie (adly, wherehs wasentertained with 
agreater miſchance,foz there was the Ladies 
man {wearing and ſtamping, that he had not ſien 


ken rehearſed, and their maſtersring, it exceedefh my 
cunning to ſct downe anſiverable wozpestothis excie- | 
ding griefe and amazement on their part, but moſt ot al 
the honelt Caller, who ſper the better by the Bokers | 
oa ms Bae eee 
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the better bꝛocke the lolle of bis purfe . That night all 
meanes were vſed thatcould? bee, both to the Pereers, 
b:ckets.goldſmnfths,golbfiners, x ſuch like, where hap- 
pily ſuch thinges doe come fo bee ſolde : but all was in 
vaine,the onely helpe came bythe innenter of this vil 
lanie, who ſcant ſiteping all night, in regard of the bꝛo- 
kers extreme gaining, both by him and thoſe ofhts pꝛo- 
fefſion : the next moꝛning he tame to the Tailers bode, 
at what time dee eſpied him with the Ladies ſeruing⸗ 
man, comming fo2th of the dvozes, and into the tauern 
be went to repozt what a miſhap hee had vpon the ſen- 
ding fo2 him thether the date befoze. 
As de was but newly entered dis ſadde diſconrſe, in 
comes the partie offended with the bzoker, and haning 
heard all(whereof none could make better repoꝛt than 
himſelfe)he takes the tailer and ſerning-man allde, and 
pꝛetending greaf griefe fo2 both thetr canſes, demands 


what they would thinke him wozthy of that could belp 


them to their good againe. On condition to mæte with 
ſuch a friend, offer was made of fine pound, and after 
ſundꝛie ſpeches paſſing betu ten them alcne,he ſeeming = 
— be would wozke the recoucrie thereof by arte, and 
pꝛomiſing not to diſcloſe the man that did thẽ good, 
— dzew — little bone out of his boſome, mhether 
it was latine on engliſh if ſkilled not, foꝛ hee coulde not 
reade a woꝛd on it, then deſiring them to ſpare him lone 
a while, they ſhoulde perceiue what hee woulde doe oz 
them, Their heartes encouraged with ſome geod hope, 
kept all his woꝛdes ſecret to themſelues : and not long 
bad they ſitten abſent out of the roome, but be cal!edthe 
in againe. and ſerming as thongh he had bene a ſcholler 
in died, ſayd he found by his figure that a backer in ſuth 

a place had their goods loſt, and in ſach a plate ot the 
F ; houſe 
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houſe they ould finde it. vidding them go thether with 
allſp&d,and as they found his woꝛdes, ſo( with reſer- 
ning to themſelues how they came to knowledge ther- 
of) to met him there againe in the euening. and reward 
him as he had deſerued. 

__ Awvaie in haſt goes the Tailer and the ſeruing-man, 
and entering the houſe with the Conſtable, found them 
in the place where hee that reueald it, knew the bzoker 
alwate laid ſuch gotten goods. Df their ioy againe, 1 
leaue you to contecture, and thinks pou ſ& the bzoker 
with a good paire of bolts on his heles, readie to take 
bis farewell of the woꝛlde in a halter, when time ſhall 
ſerue. The counterfef cunning man, and artificial con- 
ny-catcher,as J beard, was paide his fine poundes that 
night. Thus one craftie knaue beguiled another, let 
each take herd of dealing with anie ſuch kind ol people. 
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